Why did Guru Gobind Singh Ji say 
that those who call him God will go to 
Hell? 


By Arjan Singh Gill with slight amendments and grammar corrections 


Addressing The Confusions Regarding The 'Jo Ham Ko Parmesar Uchare' Verse 
Composed By The Tenth Master 


It is extremely saddening that Sikhs in the west and even in India have started to 
rely on English Translations of Gurbani which at times can mislead one to understand or 
interpret Gurbani in an erroneous way. One huge misinterpretation of Gurbani Verses is 
the verse, Which is usually translated as so - 


A oH a uN Gufad || 3 As ada as fs ufad II 


J6 ham ko Parmésar Ucharihai |] t¢é sabh Narak kund Mahi Parihai II 
Whosoever shall call me the Lord, shall all fall into the pits of hell. 


This can cause confusions to the uneducated reader which can mislead him/her to 
conceive Guru Gobind Singh as a Prophet or Messenger of God rather than a 
manifestation of God which is the traditional or Sampardaik interpretation which 
originates from the Gurtis themselves and has been transmitted through the Guri-Sisya 
method in which a learned Sikh would take the role of the Vidyagurt or Teacher and the 
Sikh who is learning would take the role of the Sisya or Student. Many Sampardaik 
Gyanis have written Tikas or Commentaries/Translations upon Gurbani which contain 
the Traditional Interpretations of Gurbani, and do note the term I have used 
‘Interpretations’ It is plural, The reasoning behind doing so is due to Gurbani being a 
Akhand Sagar or Never Ending Ocean whose depth can not be reached, The reason why 
I have put emphasis upon this shall be understood later in the article. 


We have elucidated and discussed the importance and method of the 
Sampardas/Sikh Traditions; now let us come unto the core of the problem in regards to 
this verse, It should be understood that these translations do not provide context for the 
reader and therefore the reader can be mislead to think of the Gurtis as mere prophets 
which is completely in opposition to the reality, which is that the Gurus are complete 
manifestations of the lord in regards to which Gurbant is replete of Pangatis or Verses 
such as the following from Gurbani - 


ad ud Sa ATS II 
Guru Parmésar eko jan II 
O’ Beloved, Know the Guri and Supreme God to be one! 
- Sri Guri Granth Sahib Ji, Ang/Limb (Page) 864 


The above cited verse is itself enough evidence for the Guri and God being one, But for 
the sake of firmly establishing the reader in this fact which is that the Gurti and Supreme 
are one, we shall cite the following - 


my sate aa ag Ad His udelsag 1 
Aap Narain Kala Dhar Jag Mahi Parvariy6 
The wielder of all powers/supernatural energies, God, Manifested upon earth in the form 
of the True-Guri or Satgurt. 


From the above verses it become clear that there are no differences between God 
and the Gurii, But this does not resolve the former confusion in regards to the ‘Jo Ham 
K6 Parmesar Ucharé’ verse and creates another question, 


Question: Is Gurbani contradicting itself in other words faulty & unreliable by in one 
place establishing that there are no differences between the Gurii and God and in another 
place propounding the idea that the Gurii and God are not one? 


To resolve this confusion or seemingly contradiction we must return to the original 
verse, namely, ‘JO ham ko parmesar ucharihai’. As previously mentioned that the 
Sampardaik interpretations and meanings of Gurbani which trace their origin to the Guris 
have been preserved by the Sampardas and their respected Gyanis, Now we shall move to 
the interpretations of this verse by examining two interpretations held by two of the most 
greatest Sampardaik Gyanis, namely, Pandit Narain Singh Jt and Sant Baba Téja Singh Ji 
Mehron Wale. 


Again I would like to remind the readers of the previous note I had highlighted 
that Gurbani is an Akhand Sagar or a never ending ocean whose depth can not be known 
therefore Gurbani is open to many interpretations which come under the Sampardaik 
Boundaries therefore Gurbani can have numerous interpretations. 


Let us start off with the interpretation of the Latter, namely, The interpretation held 
by Sant Baba Téja Singh Ji - 


¢ fava fags St yoga AT Usa “oN a” US 
nyu & untae aged At awe gs Ga 
Wa dt sea @ as fea U Aer | 


Here Baba Téja Singh Ji have endowed us with the interpretation that Gurt 
Gobind Singh Ji are stating that those egotistical folk who call upon themselves as the 
Supreme/God shall all find themselves in Naraka Kunda or Pits of Hell. 


In this interpretation we see that Gur Gobind Singh Ji are not talking of 
themselves but talking of Bhékis, or those who take upon many guises acting as Saints, 
who proclaim themselves as God egotistically . 


Now let's come unto the interpretation of Pandit Narain Singh Ji, Pandit Narain 
Singh understands Gurii Gobind Singh to be talking of themselves in humility, (setting an 
example to fellow Sikhs to act with Humility so that they can walk on this path of 
selfless-love/Humility. ) 


Regarding the former interpretation presented by Baba Téja Singh Ji, The famous 
Sampardaik Scholar, namely, Sant Gyant Gurbachan Singh Ji Bhindranwalé who is also 
their teacher or Vidyagurt states ‘If J will go to hell for calling Sri Gurii Gobind Singh Ji, 
God, I shall happily go to hell!’ 
which further strengthens the interpretation of Baba Ji. 


The Interpretation of Pandit Narain Singh Ji reminds me of a verse from Gurbani - 


ote foutat Alot dag Sa Sed us 11911 
Hoé Nimana jag rahahu nanak nadart par 
(O’Sikh) Live in the world being humble, S11 Guri Nanak Dév Ji says, by doing so you 
shall attain the blessed grace of the lord by which you shall cross the terrifying ocean of 
Samsara. 


We can all conclude that the English Translation of the above verse is hugely 
misleading and understanding the Gurti and God as different and apart is a huge mistake 
which can lead one to drown further in Ignorance. We can also conclude that Gurits are 
most definitely, without a doubt, the complete manifestations of the Supreme Lord or 
Ptran Tam Avtar and are no different to the Lord. 
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